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It's not the wires — it's the computers
It's not the documents — it's the things
The World of Things ... on the Web

online edition

The Web of Things

A,

search...

Subscribeforder back Issues | Back issues online About ERCIM News | Call for the next issue Advertise

| ERCIM web site

The Web of Things
by Tim Berers-Lee

Progress in communications technology has been characterized by a movement from lower to higher levels of abstraction. When, first, computers were
connected by telephone wires, you would have to run a special program to make one connect to another. Then you could make the second connect to a
third, but you had to know how to use the second one too. Mall and news was passed around by computers calling each other late at night, and, for a
while, email addresses contained a list of computers to pass the message through, such as: imbl@mecvax!cermnvax!cernvms.

It's not the wires - it's the computers

The ability to use this communication power between computers wasn't truly useful until the Internet. The Internet allowed cne to forget about the
individual connections. It was thought of as the 'Internet Cloud”. Messages went in from one computer, and appeared In ancther, without one having to
worry about how they were broken into packets, and how the packets were routed from computer to computer.

This power of communication between computers wasn't easily usable by the majerity of people until the Web came along. The realization of the Web
was: "It's not the computers which are interesting, it's the documents!". The WWW protocols (URI, HTTP, HTML) defined how documents could be sent
between Web servers and Web browsers. With these innovations, the user entered a Web of interconnected documents. She didn't have to worry about
how the protecols work underneath, with two exceptions.

When things went wrong, she had to be able to figure out whether it was a problem with her connection to the Intemet, with the URI in the link she was
following, or an error on the server end. This involved looking under the hood, as it were. But that was, and still is, the exception.

There Is another reason to be aware of what is happening. The information one browses comes from a particular server, whose name has been

Tim Bemers-Lee, director of the Worid Wide

Web Cansartium and inventor of tha Web.
{Pwota: Donna Coveney)

http://ercim—news.ercim.eu/content/view/343/536/
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The Web of Things
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A NEW WAVE Of
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Just as the Web has
transformed
everything...

...It will transform
everything again
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